XX.

CORNER-STOXB.

MlTCHEl/s experience with Mr. John Quiney
Adams, when passing through Washington on his
trip to Europe, had been so gratifying, and he had
conceived so great an admiration for the venerable
ex-President, botn from the treatment lie had re-
ceived on that occasion and from Mr. Adams's early
efforts in behalf of astronomical science, that he re-
solved to try to induce Mm to become the orator
on the occasion of the laying of the corner-stone of
the observatory. He laid his plans before the Astro-
nomical Society, a resolution was passed inviting Mr.
A-dams to deliver the inaugural address, and nothing
remained but to induce Mm to accept.

Armed with a copy of this resolution and a letter
from the president of the Astronomical Society,
Judge Bornet, Mitchel took a coach and started east
to find Mr. Adams, and present the invitation in
person. Learning that Mr. Adams was at Niagara
spending a brief summer season with his family,
Mitchel proceeded there, and as he had expected
found the man he sought, surrounded by hosts of
friends and relatives. Mr. Adams was getting very
old and feeble, and it was not to be expected that he
would consent, or that his family would permit him
to make so long a journey in a stage-coach for any
purpose whatever.r his heirs.
